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National Trails Day at Duncan Springs, Dixie National Forest

Duncan Springs remains one of our chapter’s favorite go- to trailheads especially
when we’re seeking cooler temperatures, quiet country, and the kind of rugged

beauty that feels untouched by time. Tucked into the foothills, this area brings to-
gether water, wildlife, and wide-open vistas in a way that reminds us why we ride.

This weekend, a few of our Back Country Horsemen of Southwest chapter gath-
ered to celebrate National Trails Day, volunteering service to the trail and parking
area’s much needed attention.

As we rode up the steady climb, it presented as peaceful elevation gain, surround-
ed by pinyon, juniper and scrub oak. The trees sheltered us from the whistling
wind, and wildflowers dotted the trail edges with beautiful color. Through the open-
ings in the brush, the Zion fingers stretched across the horizon.

Jeanette stayed busy hand sawing the low hanging head-knockers, while others
clipped back the fast-growing scrub oak that lined the trail.

DeAnn and Dana tackled the parking area prior to National Trials Day; clearing out
the mess left behind from unauthorized pallet burning and removing wood debris,
nails and screws.

By the end of the day, we had completed 6.91 miles of trail work, leaving the trail
noticeably improved for us riders and hikers. We wrapped up with lunch at the
trailers as the wind kicked up in full force.

Thank you to everyone who showed up and gave their time. DeAnn Fieselman,
Eliza Edgar, Jeanette Blasdell, Ann Guhman, Justena White, Lin Hokana, Tammy
Engeness and Dana Milsap.
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Valley are approved but on hold due to fire restrictions.

| want to extend a sincere appreciation to Lin and Freddy for their extensive work in organizing and
securing approvals for our chapter service projects. Their commitment is instrumental in our success.

Don’t forget to record your service hours. (Don’t know how to record them? Ask Freddy for help.

Freddydunn@gmail.com)
Unique vintage items for sale or ?

Contact Sherri Phillips 632-9883

Large framed poster if antique carriages

All the following are for decor, not in usable condition

2 doctors bags

Harness

2 bridles

1 pair Hames

Hinges and wire puller
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BCHU-Southwest Meeting Minutes June 3, 2026

Call to order: Tammy Engeness called the meeting to order at 4 PM.
Members Present: Tammy Engeness, Debra Grise, Lin Hokana, Freddy Dunn, Jeanette Blasdell.

Approval of May 2026 Meeting Minutes as published. Motion was made and approved to accept the minutes as
published in the newsletter.

Treasurer's Report: Jeanette Blasdell reported on the current treasurer’s report and it was accepted. There were no
expenses at this time for the Three Peaks plumbing project. The Tukupetsi expenses for the gate were approved and
purchased one item for the proposed lever gate. Our CD’s are still ongoing.

Old Business:

-Lin Hokana gave an update on the grants for Pine Valley corrals. The RRI grant was approved for the requested
amount, which requires cost sharing. The RAP Tax grant was approved for 50% of what was requested. The BCHA
grant was approved. We are in great financial shape to proceed with the corral project.

A meeting has taken place with the forest service since receiving the grants. It involved moving forward on the eques-
trian campground this fall with the grading and setup of the corrals as noted in phase one. Additional equestrian
campsite(s) could possibly be in the tent sites. Installing corrals this year is phase one. New water lines would be in
phase 2. Additional campsites with corrals and perhaps a group pavilion area for picnics could be in phase three.

-Bloomington Area Zone 6. We have been asked to submit trail names by the Desert Reserve. Amanda is going to
report back to us on this. We need to add the trails after the step over at zone 6 to the master map.

New Business:

-There is a new BCH Chapter that has formed in Teasdale Utah with twelve members., the Fremont River chapter.
-National trails day was celebrated with a work party at Duncan Springs and a chapter ride at 10 am on Saturday June
6. The parking lot was cleaned and trimming work was done on the trail.

-Please let us know if you have any ideas for future work projects.

-Tukupetsi gate renovation project was approved by the BLM. They will pay for materials, the chapter would pay for
labor.. Work will begin in the fall once fire restrictions are lifted as it needs welding.

-The wooden pedestrian bridge at Harrisburg is in need of repair. It's located over the creek in the south section near
the camping area. We would like to have a dedicated equestrian bridge built and the creek cleared of debris in that
area. The BLM will be contacted at a later date regarding this.

-Hurricaine: SW Region Outdoor Recreation Initiative represents us. They are offering teaching sessions about how to
get high level grants.

If you’re going to be even 5 minutes late to a trail ride, please call the ride leader. We never want to leave you
alone.

-We now require you to sign in at the ride and leave an emergency contact number of someone we can reach
that day.

Rides:

July SUMMER BREAK no meetings or rides

August 8 Navajo Lake-Jeanette

Sept. 12 Ford Ranch Horse Camp, Antimone-Please email: Fran at franceswilby8@gmail.com
October 10 Red Mountain-Lin

November 14 Babylon-Deja

December Annual Fundraiser auction and dinner

Meeting adjourned at 5 pm

Minutes submitted by Debbie Grise
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Calendar of Events

CHAPTER MEETINGS :

No Meetings

| CHAPTER RIDES: Every 2nd Saturday of each month
(unless specified otherwise)

Summer Break—NO RIDES

Doing anything special for a ride this summer break? If so, email pictures and brief
explanations to Paul Sloane (psloane@infowest.com) for newsletter.

REMEMBER: Dogs are only permitted on leashes anywhere in Washington County. We
as Back Country Horsemen must set the example, so we thank you in advance for your

compliance with the rules.

Sponsors of the Month!

GRASSY FLAT
RANCH

)
TUA GAH N

AMPHITHEATR

Chapter contacts

425-422-4450
h-trailer@hotmail.com

President: Tammy Engeness

209-790-9022
Ihokana@tdsmail.com

Vice President: Lin Hokana

503-709-4789
mdsj@aol.com

Secretary: Debbie Grise

Treasurer: Jeanette Blasdell 818-415-1305
bchswtreaurer@gmail.com

632-7642
psloane@infowest.com

Newsletter: Paul Sloane

Media/Public Relations:
Deja Schweitzer 669-2759

dejaschweitzer@gmail.com

Website: www.bchusouthwest.org
Chapter email: bchu.southwest@gmail.com
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Southwest Chapter Newsletter

P.O. Box 3174

St. George, UT 84771

The Purpose of the Back Country Horsemen of Utah

is:

1. To perpetuate the common sense use and enjoyment of horses and

mules in America’s back country and wilderness.

2. To work to ensure the public lands remain open to recreational pack

and saddle stock use.

3. To assist the agencies responsible for the management of public lands.

4. To educate, encourage and solicit active participation in wise and

sustaining use of back country resources by horsemen and the general

public, commensurate with our heritage.

5. To foster and encourage the formation of new chapters of Back Country

Horsemen throughout Utah.
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